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before I could finish she was off again: "Instead of hearing about them I think I would rather hear how you met the President, and all about your romance." By this time I had decided Mrs. Asquith had taken a leaf from what she said was our American "men's book" and wanted to talk only about herself. So I countered: "Oh, I am sure your own romance is absorbing, so tell me about that." She beamed, and launched into a detailed and intimate narrative to which she warmed as she proceeded. By that time luncheon was over. This picture is only a vivid memory of a very definite personality who, I have heard, is full of warm-heartedness for her fellow men and much admired for her picturesque and unconventional ways.
From the Readings' we went to Mrs. Lloyd George's for tea, and all the gentlemen, including my husband, who had been there for lunch and the conferences which followed, joined us. There was much excitement as the returns were just in from the elections.
When I got back to the Palace the wife of the Lord Chamberlain, Lady Sandhurst, asked to see me. I found her unaffected and sweet. After a few moments' conversation, she said the object of her coming was to learn if I would wear a tiara at dinner, as all the ladies had given up wearing them during the War, and put most of their jewels in bank vaults for safe-keeping. I told her if I had a tiara I would certainly wear it on so great an occasion, but I did not own one. I think the fact of not having one had never occurred to her, but she said: "Oh, then of course no one else can wear one." I assured her I would not consider it in any way lacking in courtesy if they did, and I personally would love to see them.
After she was gone I rang for my maid. Susan arrived breathless with delight. She had just been taken up to see the throne room where the tables were spread for dinner. Her eyes were popping out at the gorgeous gold service which had been brought up from Windsor Castle, and all the beautiful things which the room contained. With true